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left an orphan in his infancy, and taken for an idiot. In the
company of a sanyasin, Ramacarana, he toured North India,
studying Samskrta and Hind! then the language of culture.
At first, Premananda wrote in Hindi, but his guru dis-
approved of his efforts. " Why neglect your door-steps and
go in search of a distant mountain ?" Accepting the advice,
he restricted his literary activities to his mother tongue.

He began his career as a gagaria bhata in Surat, then
the richest port in the Mogul Empire. He at once gained
popularity, and was in demand at Baroda, Nandurabara,
and Khandesa. The young poet was diffident He says, " I
beseech the poets not to find fault with my works." But,
before long, he acquired courage and confidence.

PurSnikas were very costly; I felt anxious about it.   So I decided to show
to the people the difficult path to heaven, and made this aerial car of Prakrta.

He made good money, and spent it generously in the
orthodox style, feasting the Brahmanas. His son says,
" He caused a river of ghee to flow, and God himself built
the banks of sugar."

Naturally, few details of his life have come down to us.
His was a prosperous and uneventful life solely dedicated
to literature. He died at the ripe old age of ninety-eight
He left fifty-two disciples, twelve of whom were women, de-
voted to the cause of literature. On his death-bed he is
said to have given directions that, out of his disciples, his
son, Vallabha, should write in the style of Hindi poets,
Ratnesvara in the style of Marathl poets, Vlrji in that of
Persian poets, and Sundara in the style of the Purapas.

Ill

The works of Premananda were very popular, and kept
alive the traditions and maintained the atmosphere of the
Pursmas in the province. Thirty years ago, there was
scarcely a middle-aged lady of the higher class in Gujarata
who did not know at least one of them by heart

Premananda   composed   with  incredible facility.   As
many as fifty-seven works are attributed to him, several of
them being of considerable length.   His work can be divid-
red; according to their sources, into the following groups:

(1) Akhyanas from the Mahfibh&'ata: CandrakSsBkhytt-
na (1671), Rshya&ngnkhyana (1673), Draiipadisvayamvara